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Arthaprakrty (3rdusfa) - Structural Elements of Plot
Meaning

Arthav = meaning /[ matter
Prakrti = nature / constituenty

Arthaprakrti means the fundamental componenty or elementy
that constitute the plot or actiow of o dramav or literary
narrative.

It is discussed primawily inv Bhawatw sy Natyasa strovand, later
commentutors like Dhananjoya and Dhanikaw (Dasarapaka,).

The Five Arthaprakrtisy (Elementy of Plot)

These are the building blocks of dramaticaction;

1. Bijov (Seed)
o  The initial cause or.central problem that initiates the plot.
« It is the germ from which the whole stovy develops.

Example: A king's love for awheroine or v curse that drives the
action.

2. Bimdw (Drop [‘Effort)

« Thecontinuation and complication of the plot after the
seed.

« Representy efforty to-resolve the problem.
Example: Attempty by characters to-achieve love, power, or justice:

3. Patakav (Episode [ Barwner)
o Important subsidiary episodes that support the maiv plot.

« They may appear like digressions but ultimately help the
central story.
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Example: Subploty vwolving friends; rivals; or political intrigue.

4. Prakowi (Minor Episode)

o Secondary incidenty that further embellishv or complicate the
plot.

o Less importont thaw Patakaw but sl meaningful.
Example: Comic scenes, misunderstandings, or minor conflicts.

5. Karya (Actiow [ Outcome)
o  The final result or resolutiow of the plot.
o The achievement of the god (wnion, victory, péace).

Significance of Arthaprakrti:

s Provides o systematic theory of nawrative structure in
Indiow drovwa.

«  Comparable to-Arigtotlels concept of plot (mythos) in Poetics:

o Showsthat Indiow crittes had a scientific understanding of
navralive progressiorn centuries before modern nawratology.

Pratimukho. (Ia5E) - The Second Stage of Dramatic Plot
Meaning

Prati = towards

Mukho = facef/begirning

Pratimukha means the “progressive development” or the stage
where the plot beging to-unfold after the introduction.

It iy one of the five Sandhis (stages of dramatic action) inv
Soanskrit dvamaturgy.

The Five Sandhis (Stages of Plot Development)
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According to-Bharatw’s Natyasastra, av dvaumaw progresses thwough

fve structural stoges:

Sandhis Meaning  Functiow

1. M B Introductiow of chawacters and seed
ukha of plot

2. . p

Protimukl Progressionv Development and complications

3. Gawbha Climan Deepening of conflicct
) Crisis/

4. Vimawsow Del Obstacles and reversols

5. Nirvahanav Resolution Final outcome’

Characteristicsy of Pratimukha
o The seed (bija) begins to-sprout.
« Complicationgand conflicty staut to-appear.
« Characters becomemore.engaged in actiow.
o Swpense and curiosity ncrease.

Example:

InKalidasa's Abhivia riaéa kunialam:
o  Mukhou I'mtroduction of King Dusyantow and Sakuntoda.

o Pratimukha Their love develops, obstacles beginv (curse,
seporatiton).

Importance of Pratimukhov
« Corresponds to rising actiow inv moderv plot theovry.

o  Demonstrates that Indiowv dramatuwrgy had o five-stage
draumatic structure long before Freytag's Pyramids ino Westerw

criticism
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Relationship Betweenw Arthaprakrtv and Pratimukho
Arthaprakaty  Sandhi (Plot Stage)

Bijov Mukho

Bindw & Pataka Prafimukha & Garbha

Prakan Vimawsow

Karyo Nirvahano

Arthaprakrti explaing what elementy make aplot,
Sandhi explaing how the plot unfolds in stages.

Indioww literory theory demovustrates o highly sophisticated
understanding of nowrative mechanicy. Covicepty.like
Arthaprakrtt ond Pratimukier revead thak Indiowy critics
andicipated moderw nawratology, structuwradism, and plot theory.
While Aristotle discussed unity of action, Indion theoristy
provided o muldti-layereds model combining nawrative elementy
and dramatic progressiovi, The integuation of aesthetic
experience (Rasa) withustructural principles (Arthaprakrtt ands
Sandhi) makes Indiow dramnaturgy uniquely holistic, blending
formy emotion, and philosophy.

Shovt Conclusionw

Arthaprakrti refers to-the fundomental constituents of plot, while
Pratimukhew is the second developmental stage inv dramatic
structure wheye the narvrative beging to-expand and conflict
arises. Together, they form aw essentiad pauwt of claussical Indiow
dramaturgical theory, reflecting a systematic and scientific
approach to- literature centuries before modern nawrative theovry.



